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him injunctions to bring back young lambs. It is
noted, as a rule, that the high dignitaries of the
church have been blest by heaven with the
prettiest women; one of those recompenses of a
virtuous life which Helvetius conceived as desirable,
but which no society has ever yet had the wit and
daring to adopt.

To the second query two answers may be re-
turned. In a fixed society, like that of Turkey, of
Syria, of Egypt, the existence of polygamy would
have no great influence on the powers of increase.
Once, indeed, men thought otherwise. Writers,
like Montesquieu, seeing that polygamy prevailed
in many parts of the East, imagined that in these
regions the females must be far in excess of the
males, and that the appropriation of several wo-
men to one man was a rule of nature, made from
the earliest times, by way of correcting a freak of
birth. Travellers, like Niebuhr, finding his Arab
sheikhs with harems, hinted that polygamy arose
from the circumstance that Arab women grow old
and barren while their husbands are still young and
hale. These delusions have long since gone the way
of all error.

Now, we can happily say, in the light of science,
that even in Egypt and Arabia the males and